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met in Finland, under the presidency of M. Mouromt-
zoff, and there signed the famous appeal to the Russian
people known as the " manifesto of Wyborg."
In this manifesto the Government was denounced
for having punished the Douma solely because that
assembly had demanded the forced expropriation of the
land in favour of the peasants. At the same time the
Russian people were exhorted to defend the rights of
the representatives of the nation by refusing to pay
the taxes, to furnish recruits for the army, and to
recognize any loan that the Government might issue
without the consent of the Douma. The manifesto
terminated with these words, which amounted to a
call for revolution : " Not a copeck for the Treasury,
then, not a soldier for the army; be firm in your
refusal; defend your rights, all, as one man; no force
can resist the inflexible will of the people. Citizens, in
this inevitable struggle, we whom you have elected will
stand by you."
We know, of course, that the manifesto of Wyborg
fell flat, so to speak, because the people possessed more
political good sense than the leaders of the Cadet Party
supposed. When they realized their mistake some
time afterwards, they tried to justify themselves by
alleging that their object had been to forestall revolu-
tionary manifestations of still more serious character,
as, for example, an uprising of the peasants in the Volga
region, etc. I believe, however, that this puerile act
was quite simply an expression of their pet theories
and their lack of political experience.
M. Stolypine had the good judgment not to take
the Wyborg prank seriously. He let the signers of the
manifesto return to St. Petersburg unmolested, and
onjy as a matter of form instituted judiciary proceedings